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CONSTITUTION 
of the 

. SEMINOLE NATION 
of 

OKLAHOMA 


PREAMBLE 

We, tha members of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, in order to 
promote justice, to continue cooperation with Federal, State and 
local governments, to encourage the general welfare, to safeguard 
our interests, to promote social, educational and economic 
opportunities for our children and for ourselves, and understanding 
this to be the democratic way pertaining to democracy and 
self-government by the people of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, do 
hereby ordain and establish this constitution* 

ARTICLE I - MAMS 

The name or this body shall be “The Seminole Nation of Oklahoma. " 
ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 

The membership of this body shall consist of all Seminole citizens 
whose names appear on tha final rolls of the Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma approved pursuant to Section 2 of the Act of April 26, 

1906 (34 stat. 137), and their descendants. An enrolled member of 
another Indian tribe shall not be" eligible for member ship in tha 
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma. 

ARTICLE III - CHIEF AND ASSISTANT CHIEF 

Section 1 . The executive authority of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
shall be vested in a chief and an assistant chief. 

Sec. 2 . Any member .of tha Seminole Nation of Oklahoma who is at 
least 35 years of age and. who possesses no less than one -quarter 
degree of Seminole Indian blood may be eligible for the office of 
chief or assistant chief,.. No person who has been convicted of a 
felony by a court of competent jurisdiction shall be considered 
eligible for these offices until either pardoned or five years 
have passed since release from confinement.*- 



Sec. 3 . The chief and assistant chief shall b© elected for a term 
of four years pursuant to the provisions of Article X of this 
constitution and shall serve until their successors have been elected 
and installed. The election of these officers shall in no way be 
construed os limiting the authority of the President of the United 
States or his authorized representative to appoint a Principal Chief 
of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma pursuant to the Act of April 26, 

1906 (34 Stat. 137). In the event the President of the United States 
or his authorized representative appoints a principal chief other than 
the chief elected under the provisions of this constitution, the elected 
chief shall be replaced by the presidential appointee. 

Sac. 4 . The chief shall appoint, dissolve or remove subordinate 
committees and representatives and delegates to intertribal bodies 
subject to the approval of the majority of the general council. 

Sec. 5 . The chief shall preside over all meetings of the general 
council and exercise any authority delegated to him by the provisions 
of this constitution. He shall have general supervision over the 
affairs of the general council and shall perform all duties apper- 
taining to the office of chairman. Ha shall sign all official papers 
on behalf of the nation when so directed by the general council. He 
shall not vote at council meetings except in case of a tie. 

Sec. 6 . The assistant chief shall assist the chief when called on 
to do so, and in the absence of the chief shall preside and when 
presiding shall have all privileges, duties, and responsibilities 
delegated to the chief. In the absence of the secretary of the 
general council, the general council will appoint a temporary 
secretary. In case of the death or resignation of the chief, the 
assistant chief shall succeed at once to the office of chief, sub- 
ject to approval and confirmation as provided In Article IX, 

Section 3 of this constitution. 

ARTICLE IV - GENERAL COUNCIL 

Section 1 . The legislative body of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
shall be known as the general council and shall consist of three (3) 
band representatives elected from each of the following fourteen (14) 
Seminole bands: 
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Tusekia Harjo; Tallahassee; Mekusukey; Thomas Palmer; 

Fushutche; Revalke; Ceyvha; Eufaula; Iivteylevlke; 

Recetej Nurcup Harjo; Ocese; Doaar Earkus; and Bruner 
Band . 

There must be at least ten (10) members of a band to constitute band 
status. A band with less than ten (10) members will have no voice 
in the council. 

Sec. 2 . The general council shall appoint for so long a$ it desires 
a secretary from within or without its membership. Any appointee 
from without the elected membership of the general council shall 
not be eligible to participate in any business before that body 
unless the general council so desires. 

Sec. 3 . Any member of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma who is at 
least 18 years of age and who possesses no less than one-quarter 
degree of Indian blood (this provision of degree of blood shall 
not apply to Freedman council members) is qualified to sit on tha 
general council when duly elected pursuant to this constitution. 

No parson who has been convicted of a felony bv a court of competent 
jurisdiction shall be considered eligible for any position on the 
general council or any appointment by that body until either par- 
doned or five years have passed since release from confinement. In 
the event any question should gri.se regarding the qualifications of 
any band representative, candidate for office or appointee, the 
decision of the general council shall be final. 

Sac. 4 . All band representatives of the general council shall be 
elected to serve a term of four years or until their successors have 
been duly elected and installed. All band representatives and the 
officers serving on the general council may succeed themselves in 
office. 

Sec. 5 . All members of the. general council, appointees and employees 
of -tha nation shall be paid in accord anee-wi th a duly adopted- ordinance 
of the general council,. Unless otherwise provided for in this con- 
stitution, no enactment of the general council shall ba considered 
valid unless supported by a majority of those voting in a legal 
meeting. 
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ARTICLE V - POWERS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL 


The General Council of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, subject to 
any restrictions contained in the constitutions and laws of the 
United States and the State of Oklahoma, shall have the power to 
speak or act on behalf of the nation in all matters in which the 
nation is empowered to act. The general council shall exercise, 
subject further to any limitations imposed by this constitution, th© 
following powers: 

(a) To promote public health, education and charity and 
such other services that may contribute to the social 
and economic advancement of the members of the Seminole 
Ration of Oklahoma. 

(b) To negotiate with Federal, State and local govern- 
ments and others on behalf of the nation. 

(c) To prevent the sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance 
Of any land or interest in land belonging to the Seminole 
Nation of Oklahoma or reserved for the benefit of such 
nation. 

(d) To manage and lease or otherwise deal with tribal 
lands and communal resources in accordance with law. 

(c) To prepare the annual budget request and supplements 
thereto, to administer any funds within the control of 
the nation and to make expenditures from available funds • 
for tribal, purposes. All expenditures of tribal funds 
within the purview of this paragraph shall be authorised 
by resolution duly enacted by the general council and 
the amounts so expended shall be a matter of public record 
open to the members of the nation at all reasonable times . 

(f) To enter into any contract in behalf of the nation in 
conjunction with any activity that will further the 
well-being of the members of the nation. 


(g) To employ legal counsel. 



(h) To borrow money from any source and pledge or assign 
chattels or future tribal income as security therefor, 
subject to any restrictions imposed by any statutes. 

(i) To exercise any powers not specifically set forth in 
this article which at some future date may be appropriately 
delegated to the general council. 

ARTICLE VI - MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL 

Section 1 . Regular meetings of the general council shall be held on 
a day established by the council in March, June, September, and 
December of each calendar year, one of which shall be designated 
the annual tribal meeting at which the chief shall make an annual 
report: Froviaed, that if the established meeting date falls on 

a holiday, the meeting shall be held on the same day of the following 
week. Such meetings shall convene at 10 a.ra. The chief may call 
a special meeting of the council at any time he thinks it necessary 
and shall call such a nseeting upon receipt of a request in the 
form of a petition signed by at leS3fe twenty- two (22) members of 
the council or upon the request of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs or his authorised representative: Provided, that no 

special meeting shall be called except on matters of serious con- 
cern to the general council. Notice of regular and special meetings 
shall be given at least ten (10) days in advance to all members of 
the general council and shall contain the time, place, and purpose: 
Provided, that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs or his authorised 
representative may waive the ten (10) day notice period in case of 
emergency. Such notice shall also be published in at least two (.') 
prominent newspapers within Seminole County. 

See. 2 . The official meeting place shall be the courthouse in 
Wowoka, Oklahoma, county seat of Seminole County, unless and until 
otherwise provided by the general council. All meetings shall be 
opened to the members of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, and no 

official business may be transacted by the generaL council at any 

time in the absence of a quorum which shall consist of twenty- two 
(22) voting band representatives and either the chief or assistant 
chief. 
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ARTICLE VII - ORDER OF BUSINESS 


Section I . The order of business at any regular or special meeting 
of the general council shall be as follows: Provided, chat it 

may be suspended for any meeting by the general council. 

1. Call to order. 

2. Roll call and prayer. 

3. Reading of minutes of last meeting. 

4. Unfinished business. 

5. Reports of Committees. 

6. Hew business 

7. Prayer and adjournment. 

Sec. 2 . The general council may by appropriate ordinance adopt 
eueh rules and regulations as it thinks desirable in carrying out 
the order of business, 

ARTICLE VIII - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

The secretary shall cause to be prepared all minutes, resolutions 
and ordinances enacted at all meetings and distribute copies, by 
mail if feasible, to the members of the general council end to 
the Area Office. The secretary shall cause to be maintained files, 
records, and correspondence of the general council in an orderly 
manner for the convenience of the general council and exercise 
such other duties as may be specifically delegated to the secretary. 

The secretary shall attend to the giving and serving of all notices 
of the general council as required by this constitution. Until 
the general council by ordinance directs otherwise, the depository 
of the council's records and enactments shall be in the tribal office 
in VJewoka , Oklahoma, such documents to become the permanent records 
of the Seminole Nation. 

ARTICLE IX - REMOVAL AND THE FILLING OF VACANCIES 

Section 1 . " The” general council'' "may by an affirmative vote” of twenty-two 
(22) members remove any officer, band representative from office who 
fails "to carry out his or her responsibilities or who is found guilty 

in any court of competent jur isdiction of a misdemeanor involving 

dishonesty, or for any gro' iwgl'-cf of du<y or i is conduct reflecting 
on the dignity and integrity of the general council. No vote taken, 
however, sha ll be considered valid unless the individual so charged 
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shall have bega given a wri t t e n statemen t containing the charges made 
against him or her at leas t . fcan.jClQ)L. .dsyj? be fore any m eeting of the 
general council and has been affo rded an opportunit y to answer , before 
the general council, any and ail of the written charges. 

Sec. 2 . The general council shall automatically declare vacant the 
seat of any member who dies, resigns, is found guilty of a felony 
in any court of competent jurisdiction, or who fails or refuses to 
attend two regular meetings in succession unless excused by the 
general council. 

Sec. 3 . In the case of the death, resignation or removal of the 
chief, the general council at its next regular meeting shall confirm 
the assistant chief as chief. In the case of the death, advancement, 
resignation or removal of the assistant chief, the general council 
at its next regular meeting shall by an affirmative vote of twenty-two 
(22) of its members select a qualified member of the Seminole Nation 
of Oklahoma to fill the vacancy. It shall be the responsibility of 
the bands to fill, pursuant to Seminole tribal customs, any vacancy 
which may occur in their representation. Any member of the general 
council seated pursuant to this section shall serve only until the 
completion of his or her predecessor’s unexpired terra. 

ARTICLE X - ELECTIONS 

Section 1 . Within thirty (30) days from the approval data of this 
constitution each band named in Article IV, Section 1 of this 
constitution shall have elected one (1) representative to represent 
it on a committee to nominate candidates for the offices of Chief 
and Assistant Chief Of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma. This 
nominating committee shall assemble then within forty-five (45) 
days from the approval date of this constitution, the time end 
place to be announced publicly, and nominate two (•■',) candidates 
for the office of both chief and assistant chief. 

Sec. 2 . Nominations shall ba made from the floor. Election shall be 
by -sta ndin g votet — Provided-, that- ten-(lO) reatsbars of- the nominating- 
committee present shall constitute a quorum, with the majority vote 
of those present being necessary to elect. Should more than two 
candidates be nominated and no one receives a majority vote, the 
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candidate receiving the fewest votes shall be dropped from this balloting 
and the balloting will ba repeated until the majority vote is . cast for 
one individual, who shall then become one of the candidates for the 
office of chief*. The procedure shall be repeated until the second 
candidate for chief and the two candidates for assistant chief are 
chosen. 

Sec. 3 . In addition to the candidates selected by the nominating com- 
mittee, a third candidate may ba put before the voters, by filing with 
the general council a valid petition of fifty (50) or more qualified 
voters. No petition will be considered if filed later than fifteen (15) 
days after the nominating committee has selected the candidates. If 
more than one petition is filed only that petition containing the most 
names will be considered. 

Sec. 4 . Every member of the dereinole Nation of Oklahoma as defined in 
Article II of this constitution shall bs eligible to vote in any 
general or special election! Provided, that they are at least 18 
years of age. 

Sec. 5 . The general council shall, before the first election is to 
be held, appoint three parsons whose duties shall be to determine 
the validity of any petition submitted in conjunction with the election 
and to check credentials of candidates and voters. 

Sec. 6 . Voting shall be by secret ballot and no candidate shall be 
considered elected unless he or she has received the majority of the 
votes cast. 

Sec. 7 . If there is any office in which a candidate does not receive 
the required. majority of votes, a run-off election shall be held four 
weeks after the first election, and subject to all the rules and 
requirements of a regular general election. In the event of a 
run-off election, only the names of the two candidates with the 
highest number of votes shall appear on the ballot. 

Sec. 8 . The three -member ccmiaittee provided for in section 5 of this 
article shall serve as the ele cti on board of the. nation for the first 
election held under this constitution. After the first general 
council, chief and assistant chief have been elected under this 
constitution, the chief shall appoint, subject to the approval of 



the general council, an election hoard consisting of three members 
who shall be charged with the responsibility of maintaining a list of 
registered and qualified voters. The election board shall be charged 
with the responsibility of conducting, all regular and special elections 
for council members, chief and assistant chief, of checking credentials 
of candidates, passing on the validity of petition for nomination 
submitted, and for counting ballots. The election board, at its 
discretion, may appoint as many assistants as it deems necessary to 
conduct the elections. The election board shall also be charged with 
the responsibility of determining the number and location of voting 
places. The election board shall elect from among its members a 
chairman and a secretary. 

Sec. 9 . The first general election held under, this constitution shall 
be held on the first Saturday following 45 days from the data of 
meeting of the nominating committee provided for in Section 1 above. 

The first general election shall be held to elect a chief and an 
assistant chief, together with 42 council members as herein provided. 

Sec. 10 . Any person possessing the qualifications for general council 
member as set forth in Article IV, Section 3 of this constitution, may 
file for the office of council member from his or her band, said filing 
to be made to the nominating committee provided for in Section 1 of this 
article for the first election under this constitution, and thereafter 
may file for said office with the election board at least 45 days 
before the general election. Election of council members shall be by 
band and all qualified electors shall be entitled to cast one vote 
for each seat his band has oa the general council to be filled. 

Newly elected members of the general council shall be installed and 
take office at the first regular meeting following their election. 

S ec. 11 . All elections (subsequent to the first election held under 
this constitution) of council members, chief and assistant chief, shall 
be called pursuant to the provisions of this article; provided, that 
the dates of elections and any additional rules and regulations not 
inconsistent with this constitution, shall be established in an 
ordinance duly oimcteck by the - gene r&tcotmeil-y and- that all- future- 
election dates shall ba no more than four years apart. 

ARTICLE XI - OATH OF OFFICE 

Hie newly elected chief, assistant chief and members of the general 
council shall be installed and take office at the first regular 
meeting following their election. The installation of the newly 
elected chief, assistant chief, and members of the general council 
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elected at the first election held pursuant to this constitution 
shall be performed by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs or his 
authorised representative. Thereafter, installation of newly elected 
officials of tire Seminole Nation of Oklahoma shall be performed by 
the outgoing chief or a person appointed by him. No official shall 
assume office under this constitution until ho or she shall take the 
following Oath of Office: 

"I , , do solemnly swear (or 

affirm) that . I will faithfully execute the office of 

, and will to the best of my ability 

preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the 
United States, the Constitution of the State of 
Oklahoma, and the Constitution of the Seminole Nation 
of Oklahoma , ,f 

ARTICLE XII - BILL OF RIGHTS 

Section 1 . Bach Seminole Indian citizen by blood of this body shall 
be entitled to membership in a Seminole Indian Band. Each Seminole 
Freedman citizen of this body shall ba entitled to membership in 
a Freedman Band. Members of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma shall 
belong to their mother’s band; Provided, that in the event a 
member’s mother is not a member of the Seminole Nation such member 
shall be entitled to membership in the band of such member's father. 
One must remain in his own band. No member shall be entitled to 
belong to more than one band at any one time. All members shall 
be guaranteed equal economic opportunities and freedom of association 
and assembly. 

Sec. 2. Nothing in this constitution shall be interpreted in a way 
which would change or adversely affect the rights and privileges 
the members of this body have as citizens of the State of Oklahoma 
and of the United States. 

Sec-,- 3 , The individual- vested- property -rights- of-any member - of 
the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma shall not be affected in any way 
whatsoever by the provisions of this constitution without the 
consent of such individual member . 

ARTICLE XIII - AMENDMENT 

Section l . This constitution may be amended by a majority vote of 
the qualified voters of the tribe who vote in a special election 
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called for that purpose by the Chief of the Seminole Hatton of 
Oklahoma pursuant to rules and regulations the general council shall 
prescribe. It shall be the duty of the chief to call such an 
election upon the request of twenty- two (22) raambers of the general 
council. Amendments so ratified shall be submitted to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs and shall have full force and effect from the date 
of his approval. 

Sec. 2 . A notice in the form of a resolution duly adopted by the 
general council as to the time and place of say election to adopt 
or reject any proposed amendment- must be given not less than 
sixty (60) days before election day. Such notice must include the 
full text of any proposed amendment sad must appear subsequently 
at fifteen (15) day intervals in at least two (2) prominent 
newspapers published within Seminole County. 

ARTICLE XI? - ADOPTION 

This constitution when ratified by a majority of those qualified 
to vote who vote in a special election of the Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma pursuant to rules the council may proscribe, shall be 
submitted to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and shall become 
effective upon the date of his approval. 
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CEIIXIF ICAT 103 OF ADOPTION 


Pursuant to the election authorised by the Seminole General Council 
•on September 20, 1968, the foregoing constitution and bylaws was 
submitted to the registered voters of the tribe and was on March 8, 1969, 
adopted by a vote of 637 for and 249 against. A total of 1,506- eligible 
Seminole voters registered for the election and the number of valid 
ballots cast represented SB. 8% of those entitled to vote. 


Mt- Mj_ 

Eme G. Kivett' 

Secretary, Seminole Election Cob® 



March 12, 1969 
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^- / 7gTV7-',- 


' John Brown 
Chairman, Seminole General Council 


APPROVAL 


I, ' , . ___ Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs, .as required in Article XIV of the Constitution of fcha 
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma hereby approve said document to be 
effective on the date of this approval . 


ifSGDjV /HOB ERTt BENNETT 

APR 15 TO' Comeissionsr 


Washington, D. C. 



